Occupational Health Nursing in Argentina
by Olga Tompkins, MPH, RN, COHN-S, CSP, FAAOHN, and Walter Arce, RN A rgentina is the eighth largest country in the world, with a population of 41 million. "Argentina benefits from rich natural resources, a highly literate population, an export-oriented agricultural sector, and a diversified industrial base" (U.S. Department of State, 2012) .
Geography, terrain, climate, culture, population, and industry vary in Argentina. The geography ranges from plain to plateau to mountain. The climate varies from being tropical in the north to being subantarctic in the far south. Argentinian culture and architecture have significant European influences. The rural population focuses on agriculture and the urban population focuses on manufacturing and services.
The Ministerio de Salud y Acción Social de la Nación (MSAS;
Ministry of Health and Social Action) standardizes, regulates, plans, and evaluates health care activities in Argentina. Universal health care is provided through a combination of employer, labor union, and government insurance plans. Argentina's health care sectors are enabled in various ways: the public sector through taxes, the private sector through voluntary insurance programs, and the social security sector through obligatory insurance programs. As unemployment increases, the percentage of private sector programs is decreasing. This broad access to health care has resulted in mortality rates and trends similar to those in other highly developed nations.
Walter Arce is an occupational health nurse who coordinates and manages occupational health services for a large consumer company in Argentina. He has a degree in nursing and a master of health care administration degree. He serves as a professor of health, safety, and environmental protection at various educational institutions. Walter is the current president of the Argentina Society of Occupational Health Nursing and he shared insights into his current role and nursing background.
In Argentina, nursing education is offered at two levels: nursing assistant and professional nurse, including nurses and nursing graduates. Nursing assistants (auxiliary) must complete a 1-year program. Professional nurses must complete a 3-year curriculum. The university degree in nursing requires a 5-year program.
Postgraduate programs in nursing specialties or health care, including diploma, master's, specialist, and doctorate, are offered in Argentina. Degrees offered include the diploma in legal nursing consulting, the master of business administration in health services, and the specialist in neonatology.
Only one university offers a program to prepare occupational health nursing specialists with courses in occupational health nursing. Many professionals practice occupational health, hygiene, and safety, but few are occupational health nurses.
Argentina does not have a certification program in occupational health nursing.
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